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By PHILIP MARCELO
The Associated Press

YARMOUTH, Mass. — Ryan Cooper
was a 20-something Californian unsure
of his place in the world when he struck
up a pen pal correspondence in the 1970s
with Otto Frank, the father of the young
Holocaust victim Anne Frank.

Through dozens of letters and several
face-to-face meetings, the two forged a
friendship that lasted until Frank died in
1980 at the age of 91.

Now 73 years old, Cooper, an antiques
dealer and artist in Massachusetts, has
donated a trove of letters and mementos
he received from Frank to the U.S. Holo-
caust Memorial Museum in Washington
ahead of Wednesday’s 90th anniversary
of Anne Frank’s birth on June 12, 1929.

He wants the letters to be shared
so that people can have a deeper

By NICHOLAs FANdOs
© 2019 New York Times News Service

WASHINGTON — The
Democratic-led House voted
Tuesday to authorize the Ju-
diciary Committee to go to
court to enforce two subpoe-
nas related to Robert Muel-
ler’s investigative findings
and to empower other pan-

els to move more quickly to
court in future disputes.

The resolution grants the
Judiciary Committee the
power to petition a federal
judge to force Attorney Gen-
eral William Barr and former
White House counsel Don
McGahn to comply with con-
gressional subpoenas that
they have either completely
or partly defied.

But it stops short of holding
either witness in contempt of
Congress, as lawmakers had
initially threatened to do, for-
going for now a formal accu-

sation of a crime.
The decision appears to be

based, at least in part, on new
signs of cooperation from the
Justice Department, which
on Monday agreed to begin
sharing key evidence col-
lected in Mueller’s obstruc-
tion of justice investigation.

The committee had de-
manded that Barr and the
Justice Department hand
over the full text of the spe-
cial counsel’s report and the
evidence underlying it and
that McGahn testify in public
and produce evidence that

he had given Mueller.
House Speaker Nancy Pe-

losi, D-Calif., framed the vote
as a step to uphold the prin-
ciple that Congress is “con-
stitutionally obligated and
legally entitled to access and
review materials from the ex-
ecutive branch.”

House Democratic lead-
ers called the vote a vital step
in their methodical march
to expose President Don-
ald Trump’s behavior and
pressure the Trump admin-
istration to cooperate with
congressional oversight

requests.
They also clearly saw it as

a means of holding off calls
within their ranks to quickly
move to impeach the presi-
dent, arguing that it showed
there are other ways of using
their power to hold him
accountable.

If they follow through in
filing the suits, Democrats
will be effectively calling on
a third branch of govern-
ment, the federal judiciary,
to settle a dispute between
the legislative and executive

Letters from Frank’s
father are being shared
Mass. man donates pen pal trove to Holocaust museum

Cooper shows a series of photographs taken of Anne Frank that he maintained
in a scrapbook at his home in yarmouth, Mass.

the associated press

Ryan Cooper, 73, holds a 1972 portion of a diary he wrote when he visited Otto Frank, the father of the young Holocaust victim
and diarist Anne Frank. The diary includes a photo of Anne Frank and the autographs of other people he met who knew her.

House approves court action to enforce Democrats’ subpoenas
Decision could lead
judiciary to rule on
congressional power

McGahn

Barr
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By THOMAs BEAuMONT, dARLENE
suPERVILLE ANd WILL WEIssERT
The Associated Press

MOUNT PLEASANT, Iowa —
President Donald Trump and
Democrat Joe Biden spent Tues-
day trading insults — sometimes
almost simultaneously— as they
stumped across Iowa in split-
screen moments that could pre-
view a ferocious fight ahead if the
two face off for the presidency
next year.

Biden’s name recognition and
a sense among Democrats that
he could beat Trump has helped
him climb to the top of his party’s

crowded presiden-
tial field. But Trump
said Biden only
gained in the polls
because he went
on the offensive
against the presi-
dent himself, and
he linked the for-
mer vice president
to 2016 foe Hillary
Clinton.

“People don’t re-
spect him,” Trump
said after touring a
renewable energy
facility in Council
Bluffs. “Even the

people that he’s running against,
they’re saying: ‘Where is he? What
happened?’”

With a dose of exaggeration,
the president added: “He makes
his stance in Iowa once every two
weeks and then he mentions my
name 74 times in one speech. I
don’t know. That reminds me of
Crooked Hillary. She did the same
thing.”

At almost the same moment in
Mount Pleasant, Biden noted the
attention he has been getting from
Trump. Biden’s appearances from
earlier in the day were playing on
TV screens when Air Force One
landed in Iowa.

“I guess he’s really fascinated by
me,” said Biden, who mentioned
Trump by name about a dozen
times during his first two events
in Iowa. “I find it fascinating.”
He started to say more but then
stopped himself, quipping: “My
mother would say: ‘Joey, focus.

President,
Biden trade
criticisms in
Iowa visits
Early caucus state may
provide preview of what
could come next year
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Trump
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